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May 2021 - Issue 7SEVEN PRIORITIES FOR 
SACPLAN IN 2021
Foreword by Mr. Khetha Zulu, the SACPLAN 
Chairperson

As we start with a new year after a year 
of turbulence created by the COVID-19 
Pandemic we are approaching this new year 
with renewed energy and a focus to achieve 
the priorities we have set for SACPLAN. 
We want to congratulate Prof Verna Nel on 
her appointment as Alternate Chairperson 
of SACPLAN. We also want to welcome 
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Ms Nkhensani Khosa who was appointed under Section 4(1)(a) 
representing the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development.

We have set for ourselves seven (7) Priority Areas which include the 
finalisation of the identification of work for planners; strengthening 
marketing, public relations and communication of the planning 
profession including broadening networking, forging partnerships, and 
effective stakeholder engagement; improve the financial sustainability 
of Council to enable proper functioning; the improvement of Planning 
Capacity through research, skills development, and training; the 
transformation of Planning Education and Practice; improve the 
implementation of statutory requirements (accreditation, registration, 
disciplinary matters); and the strengthening and support of governance 
and administration.

The above priorities will inter alia be achieved through the 
continuous attending to complaints against non-registered persons, 
and reminding municipalities of their Constitutional mandate to 
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protect the public in respect of planning activities. We will be introducing a SACPLAN Young Planners Forum 
and is set to host an event of the SACPLAN Young Planners Forum. We will again host a SACPLAN Women 
Planners Forum event during August. Both the SACPLAN Young Planners Forum event and the SACPLAN 
Women Planners Forum event will be held online.

We have circulated the draft Rules on the Identification of Planning Profession Work in terms of Section 16 
of the Planning Profession Act, 2002 (Act 36 of 2002). We have received a good response and are now in the 
process of categorising the comments and inputs received.

In this issue of the SACPLAN Newsletter you will read an article from the South African Planning Institute 
(SAPI) on the rejuvenation of SAPI. We want to congratulate the new Executive Committee that was elected at 
a Special SAPI National Board meeting.

We are also announcing the launch of a forum for discussion of planning related matters on the SACPLAN 
website, designed in collaboration with the South African Planning Education Research Project (SAPER) and 
SACPLAN. You are encouraged to make use of this forum as this will add value and we can learn from each 
other.

The latest version of the Town and Regional Planning Journal (Vol. 77 (2020)) (peer-reviewed academic 
literature) was published during December 2020/January 2021 and is available electronically. You will find 
a link to the Town and Regional Planning Journal on the SACPLAN Website. A new call for articles for the 
December 2021 will be issued shortly. We have then also received an article from Helen Swingler entitled 
“District Six: belonging and place; lessons for planners”. 

I would like to thank our planners and partners who continue to contribute the SACPLAN Newsletter 
and other partnerships with SACPLAN. I would also like to invite planners and partners to continuously 
update SACPLAN on planning highlights in their area of work. Taking about updating, please remember that 
registered planner can now also login to the SACPLAN website at www.sacplan.org.za to update your contact 
details and to download your new SACPLAN Registration Certificate. Planners are also reminded to include 
their SACPLAN Registration number when communicating with SACPLAN or making payments.

Happy Reading

For any Financial queries please email:
accounts@sacplan.co.za

For Candidate Planner or Candidate Student Planner applications queries please email: 
 Lhlongwa@sacplan.co.za

For Technical Planner and Professional Planner application queries  
please email: 

 Smaponyane@sacplan.co.za 

For General queries or request for information please email: 
 planner@sacplan.co.za

You can now login to the SACPLAN website to update our information online and to download  
you new Registration Certificate.

http://www.sacplan.org.za
mailto:accounts%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
mailto:%20Lhlongwa%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
mailto:Smaponyane%40sacplan.co.za%20?subject=
mailto:planner%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
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YOUR COUNCIL

message from your council

SACPLAN DISCUSSION FORUM
A Place where Planners can Debate Critical Issues and Ask for Advice

We are pleased to announce the launch of a forum 
for discussion of planning related matters on the 
SACPLAN website, designed in collaboration with the 
South African Planning Education Research Project 
(SAPER) and SACPLAN. Through the SAPER project, 
a need was identified to create a digital space where 
planners from across South Africa, Africa and globally 
can debate critical issues and ask for advice. (For those 
who attended the 2018 SAPER public event, this is one 
of the event’s promised outcomes.) We have designed 
this forum to address this need. 

With reference to the sub-forum list to the 
right, ‘General’ is for topics relevant to the planning 
profession that cut across sub-disciplines such as 
spatial planning, human settlements, etc. The rest of 
the categories are self-explanatory. Note that while we 
have created a dedicated section for students and early 
career for issues of specific relevance to this group, we 
do encourage students and early career planners to 
contribute to all sub-forums. 

We made the call to allow the forum to be open to 
both registered planners and the public to encourage 
this forum’s use. However, certain features, such as 
posting jobs, events, and resources, are reserved for 
registered planners only and are accessed on other pages on the SACPLAN website. 

The link for the forum is https://sacplan.org.za/forum/. You will be able to view posts without registering, 
but to post, you will need to follow the forum page’s registration instructions. For the first month, all posts will 
be first approved by the moderators before posting. After that, registered planners will be allowed to post 
without moderator approval. General users will still first need moderator approval to post. This is to prevent 
spam. 

You can also subscribe to any sub-forum or topic by clicking the subscribe option at the base of the page 
(directly above ‘Please Note’). However, note that there is no digest email option, which means that every post 
will be emailed to you, which, for popular sub-forums or topics, could result in numerous emails being sent to 
you daily. Given this, use this feature with discretion. You can manage your subscriptions in the ‘subscriptions’ 
tab, which can be accessed from the top ribbon on the forum main page. You can also unsubscribe by clicking 
on the unsubscribe option on the email, or in the post or sub-forum. 

The ‘activity’ tab summarises all new activity in the last 14 days. The ‘profile’ tab summarises your activity 
on the forum. 

The forum itself is divided into ten  
sub-forums:

1. General 

2. Human Settlements 

3. Land Use Management 

4. Spatial Planning 

5. Sustainability, SDGs and planning 

6. COVID-19 and post-pandemic cities 

7. Climate change 

8. GIS and technology 

9. Mentoring (for specific mentoring 
programs) 

10. Students and early career  

https://sacplan.org.za/forum/
SACPLAN FORUM LINK:

https://sacplan.org.za/forum/
https://sacplan.org.za/forum/
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In a sub-forum, you can either create a new topic or reply to a post. If you use the reply option, it will add a 
post to the topic in question. The quote option will also reply to a post with the addition of an editable quote 
of the original post. When replying to or creating a new topic, you can also upload an image or PDF with a 
maximum file size of 2MB. 

If you wish to report a post for violating terms and conditions, click on the report button in the post. 
Alternatively, you can email the moderators at  sacplan.forum@gmail.com.

We encourage you to visit and use this tool; we hope that this forum can encourage unity, debate, and 
knowledge sharing among planners from South Africa, Africa and globally.

PLANNING PROFESSION WORK
Feedback on the Draft Rules on the Identification of Planning Profession Work

SACPLAN circulated draft Rules on the Identification of Planning Profession Work with the deadline for 
the submission of comments on 31 March 2021. SACPLAN received a number of comments, some in full 
support of the draft rules, some objecting against certain sections specifically, and some that is objecting to 
the introduction of these rules.

SACPLAN is current in the process of categorising the comments received and will be working through the 
submission received.

CPD APPROVED ACTIVITIES
The 2021 CPD Activities

Over and above the CPD activities that carries automatic approval through the SACPLAN CPD Policy (e.g. 
SPLUMA Forums), the following additional CPD Activities had been approved:

• Short Learning Programme: Fundamentals of Human Settlements - Department of 
Urban and Regional Planning at the University of the Free State;

• Short Learning Programme: Introduction to Research in Socio-Cultural aspects of 
Planning - Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of the Free 
State;

• Short Learning Programme: Principles of Land Use Management - Department of Urban 
and Regional Planning at the University of the Free State;

• A Webinar on Sustainable Community Planning - Organised by Spatium Environmental 
Design CC and The Renaissance Network;

• ICLEI – Changing Cities: Shaping sustainable futures Webinar series;

• Planning Institute Australia (PIA) Online Conference;

• Short Course on MSDF Capital Investment Framework Training - The Urban Management 
Academy

• Short Course on Preparation of Conditions of Establishment and Registration of 
Townships – South African Association of Consulting Professional Planners

mailto:sacplan.forum%40gmail.com?subject=
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Other:
It was confirmed that the Western Cape Government – Department of Transport and Public Works: Town 

Planning Committee (PLANCOM) falls within the parameters of Focus Area 6.6 and the point allocation is as 
set out in the SACPLAN CPD Policy Document (1 point per hour to a maximum of 4 points per workshop/
PLANCOM meeting). Persons attending the PLANCOM meeting will thus be able to claim CPD points under 
Focus Area 6.6. Persons presenting will be able to claim the CPD points as set out under Focus Area 4.1.

You can also access the Professional Development tab as well the SACPLAN Events Calendar tab on the 
SACPLAN Website for more information on CPD Activities. The information is updated on a regular basis, so it 
is recommended that you visit these on a regular basis.

Professional Development tab – https://sacplan.org.za/professional-development/

SACPLAN Events Calendar tab - https://sacplan.org.za/events/

SACPLAN WEBSITE
Website Performance and Activity

The current SACPLAN Website 
first went live on 2 April 2020. Since 
then, a total of 23 000 individual 
persons visited the SACPLAN 
Website. 

Some of the links on the 
SACPLAN Website that are 
most active are the Professional 
Development Tab, the Events 
Calendar, and the Consultants List 
tab. Others include the Jobs and 
Tender Tabs, and the SACPLAN 
Newsletter Tab.

The Professional Development Tab provides information on CPD Activities such as Courses, Webinars and 
Conferences that had been approved. You will also be able to view all CPD events on a calendar. The Events 
Calendar provides information on planning and planning related events such as webinars, SPLUM Forums, 
call for papers, etc., and is updated on a regular basis.

The SACPLAN Office had also been in contact with Planning Companies to ensure that the information on 
the Company as listed on the SACPLAN website is up to date. 

Once you are logged in to the SACPLAN Website as a Registered Planner you will have access to Jobs 
that are posted on the SACPLAN Jobs Portal as well as Tenders. If you are aware of any urban and regional 
planning positions that are being advertised in your organisation / company / department you are requested 
to forward this information to planner@sacplan.co.za for uploading onto the SACPLAN Jobs Portal. This also 
goes for Tenders.

You are also welcome to provide suggestions for further enhancing the SACPLAN Website.
The following graphs gives a breakdown of visits from different countries as well as the time of day the 

SACPLAN Website is mostly visited.

https://sacplan.org.za/professional-development/
https://sacplan.org.za/events/
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Website Activity since Launch of New SACPLAN Website

Sesssion by Country Users by Time of Day
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SPOTLIGHT

cities & technology

DISTRICT SIX: BELONGING AND 
PLACE; LESSONS FOR PLANNERS
When government declared District Six a whites-only area in 1966, countless 
people were forcibly removed. PhD candidate Alicia Fortuin talks about 
recreating a lost community. 

Helen Swingler

Growing up on the Cape Flats, Alicia Fortuin didn’t know much about District Six. Her first encounter 
was during a class visit to the District Six Museum as a student. 
But there, in the records of a long-gone community, she found 
familiar reflections of her own family’s forced removal from 
Vasco, Goodwood, to Bishop Lavis and then Mitchells Plain. 
On the 55th anniversary of the passing of the legislation on 
11 February 1966 that declared District Six a whites-only area, 
Fortuin reflects on the forced removals and talks about recreating a lost community. 

“I was so angry,” said the University of Cape Town (UCT) PhD candidate in the African Centre for Cities. It 
had taken that long to comprehend the reality of her coloured identity and culture, embedded in the Cape 
Flats where people of colour were resettled in the wake of the Group Areas Act. 

“I learnt the stories of my life in academic papers: what I experienced growing up was spoken about in sociology 
journals.” 

There it was: the working-class, female-headed household, children leaving school early to supplement 
their family income, travelling long distances to blue-collar jobs in a city structured to disempower its poorest. 
Fortuin was struck by how she had managed to disrupt that narrative; the first generation to do so. 

Memory and Homecoming
“But it’s where I speak from,” she said. Her sense of deep injustice, repeated in the city’s spatial development, 

steered her to a master’s in city and regional planning. Here was a tool she could use to change things. Using 
the “monster” case study of District Six for her thesis, Fortuin examined the convergence of issues such as 
belonging, memory and place, as well as civic participation, democracy and citizenship. 

“The material history of the story of and the destruction of District Six is buried all over the city,” she said. “I 
was interested in understanding the spaces of participation in the restitution and redevelopment processes of 
District Six and the lessons for urban planners who work in these kinds of participatory spaces. And particularly in 
communities that have experienced trauma, dispossession and displacement.” 

“What does it mean to be a citizen in South Africa, in a city like Cape Town that is so unequal?” 

“As planners, how do we listen to these grievances and take these into account during redevelopment? Are 
we listening to the real issues? What does it mean to be a citizen in South Africa, in a city like Cape Town that is so 
unequal?” 

But how to negotiate with a community where “community” had become a contested word in the case of 
District Six and restitution? 

“What does it mean to be a citizen in 
South Africa, in a city like Cape Town 

that is so unequal?” 



8

“In District Six there were people that owned land; others were tenants. There were multiple families living in 
homes and buildings. And there were many people that couldn’t trace that they had lived there. And because of 
the many, many years that passed, this became a point of contestation around rights to return to the land, and 
compensation.”  

Planners had to play that intermediary advocacy role of listening to communities and taking that feedback 
up to city, province and national government. Land restitution is a national mandate, but urban restitution 
is administered by local government, and the redevelopment of land post-settlement and post-transfer 
becomes a municipal responsibility.  

Because of the history of forced removals in District Six and the politics of community, Fortuin focused 
on developments from the 1980s to 2013; the critical post-1994 period when the new government and the 
Restitution of Land Rights Act should have smoothed the way for land claimants. But it continued to be 
fraught.  

Memory and belonging  

The issue of memory, community and belonging is harder to address, said Fortuin.  
“These people were historically disenfranchised [and] disempowered, and by the miracle of 1994 were given 

an opportunity to return. It is important to create a space that imbues the recognition and expression of rights of 
previously disempowered citizens. They need to be given the space and opportunity to speak to the memories of 
that space.”  

In 2015 the Peninsula Maternity Hospital Memory Project did that. The hospital opened in 1921 but 
closed after 71 years, demolished for the new District Six Community Day Centre. The District Six Museum got 
permission to host a memorialisation project there. This reflected the many layers of history associated with 
the site. Importantly, members of the community contributed art and storytelling. 

It was a powerful moment, said Fortuin.  
“They gave individuals the opportunity to speak about their memories of District Six: where they used to live, 

where they spent time and how they frequented the spaces. At first they were hesitant. But for many it was liberating 
to go back to the spaces in their memories that they’d forgotten."

Then and now: 
representations 
of District Six at 
the “Movie Snaps” 
exhibition at the 
District Six Museum. 

Photo: Michael 
Hammond.
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Community ‘in absentia’ 

It not only gave individuals an opportunity to express 
themselves artistically, to connect to place, but to realise 
that their memories and experiences were important, 
she added.  

Right on Table Mountain’s doorstep is this scar in the 
physical space – and in the mental space of those who 
lived there.  

“It’s about honouring those memories,” said Fortuin, “but also being cognisant of what the space is now 
because the community is fractured. You’re trying to create a community in absentia, as the people were scattered 
all over Cape Town. “

“It’s really important to have that collective memory, even though you were moved to Hanover Park or 
Manenberg or anywhere on the Cape Flats. You have that.” 

Other South African communities, such as Sophiatown in Johannesburg and Cato Manor in Durban, have 
dealt with restitution and forced removals too, but District Six is particularly traumatic, Fortuin said. It was 
wiped out. 

“Sixty thousand families were removed, and now there’s this vast, barren space etched into the landscape, into 
the CBD, into the very prominent space in the city. Right on Table Mountain’s doorstep is this scar in the physical 
space – and in the mental space of those who lived there. Later, people didn’t want to develop the land. They felt it 
was haunted.”  

Land economics 

Urban planners must also consider that land restitution runs parallel to a market-driven allocation of land.  
“Because the District Six land is literally in the CBD, the value is high. So technically, in economic terms, the 

[Restitution of Land Rights Act] is the only way that the beneficiaries, poor working-class people, could have 
returned to this land. And unlike office or commercial space, residential land doesn’t make money in the CBD. 
Planners and developers must be incredibly creative to make it financially viable.” 

What’s clear is that planners can’t think about District Six in 
an ahistorical way, said Fortuin. 

“We have to think about the history and the legacies of 
dispossession and displacement and the real trauma and pain 
associated with that, of the loss of symbolic and material things. 
And the community’s democratic right to be able to return.”  

What also stands out for her is the power of community and grassroots activism that propelled the case of 
District Six, despite the legal, political and other obstacles.  

“It was almost entirely community led,” said Fortuin. “The participation underscored the goal of democracy. And 
democracy means power to the people. The case of District Six demonstrates that so well; it was the community 
who, in absentia, deconstructed and, all over the Cape Flats, reconstituted this idea of community.” 

“They had a collective and connected goal: to come back, to return to this land.” 
“Because of this united front, they were determined. They had a collective and connected goal: to come back, 

to return to this land. And this was a victory against the backdrop of the story of District Six. The fact that the 
land was given to the community, in principle at least, is a testament to the power of community and grassroots 
organisations and activism in a democratic South Africa."  

“So, in that sense, it’s as urban planner and academic Leonie Sandercock said: It was ‘a thousand tiny 
empowerments’.”  

“Right on Table Mountain’s doorstep 
is this scar in the physical space – and 
in the mental space of those who lived 

there”

“They had a collective and 
connected goal: to come back, 

to return to this land.” 
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Missed chance 

However, the challenge for planners, the state and others involved is to acknowledge that District Six was 
a missed opportunity to bring working-class people back to the CBD, said Fortuin. 

“When land restitution is delivered alongside market-driven values, it becomes difficult to reunite community 
and place.” 

But these are the case studies that set the perspectives of the Global North and Global South apart, she 
added. Much of Fortuin’s work lies in developing the perspective of the Global South. 

“You can no longer use theories from the Global North to discuss the realities of the cities, communities and 
settlements in the Global South. And that’s exciting because it is about understanding the everyday links to both 
local and national policy imperatives.” 

“It is those intricacies and how people navigate the cities and places they live and work that will guide our local 
and national policies.” 

IN THE KNOW

latest news

UKZN VICE-CHANCELLOR 
RESEARCH AWARD
Congratulations to Prof. Hope Magidimisha (Ph.D.)

SACPLAN wishes to congratulate Prof. Hope 
Magidimisha for receiving the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal Vice Chancellor's Research Reward 
for 2020. The VC Research Reward is a very 
prestigious award, only awarded to one person per 
year, and Prof. Magidimisha can truly be proud of 
this accomplishment.

PROF. HOPE MAGIDIMISHA (Ph.D.)

SARChI Chair for Inclusive Cities (supported 
by NRF-SACN)

Co-General Rapporteur ISOCARP (DOHA; 
2020)

Academic Leader for Planning and Housing

School of Built Environment& Development 
Studies

College of Humanities, University of 
KwaZulu-Natal

Image: Prof. Hope Magidimisha
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The SAPER project was funded by the ESRC 
(Economic and Social Research Council) in the UK 
and the NRF (National Research Foundation) in South 
Africa under the Newton Fund scheme.

The South African Planning Education Research 
Project (SAPER) project was funded by the ESRC in the 
UK and the NRF in South Africa under the Newton Fund 
scheme. It looked at the appropriateness, usefulness, 
and impact of contemporary Higher Education urban 
planning in South Africa. This research focused more 
specifically on understanding the needs and challenges of planning practitioners in South Africa and its 
implications for planning education before and after graduation. 

The project addressed five key objectives:

• O1: To investigate the social and economic value of planning education in South Africa;

• O2: To deconstruct how the development and delivery of the urban planning undergraduate 
and postgraduate curriculum addresses issues raised by a changing postcolonial context, and 
particularly here the legacy of apartheid;

• O3: to assess to what extent issues raised by a changing colonial context is considered and 
addressed in the UK undergraduate and postgraduate planning curriculum and the wider challenges 
and impact of the internationalisation of the planning curriculum:

• O4: To create a platform for ideas-sharing between South Africa academics, professionals and 
students;

• O5: To develop a set of evidence-based resources for Higher Education planning strategies that can 
address the Global South challenge in South Africa and across the wider continent.

Key Achievements

All achievement from the research are archived (and will continue to be reported in years to come) in 
the UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) ResearchFish annual submission process. The following is a range of 
achievement that has been achieved by the SAPER project:

Data collection

• In 2017, a survey was undertaken with 219 planning practitioners across the country, with 
questions ranging from concerns relating to work satisfaction, to rank the usefulness of planning 
competencies learned in planning accredited courses. 

• In 2018, 89 planners across South Africa in both metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas were 
interviewed. An additional 37 interviews were undertaken to support the research of our PhD 
students and research fellow. 

• In 2018, 13 interviews were conducted with planning educators teaching on RTPI-accredited 
planning courses in the UK, coupled with an online survey (72 responses).

SAPER PROJECT
Implications for Planning Education
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Academic outputs (to date) and conferences

• Eight academic outputs have been published to date, including three book chapters and six papers 
in Urban Studies, Regional Studies, Town Planning Review, Planning Practice and Research.

• 11 papers were presented at local and international conferences, with two other presentations lined 
at the 2021 Association of American Geographers Annual Conference.

Practical outputs

• Those outputs can be downloaded from http://www.saperproject.com/resources.html 

• Six briefing notes were produced targeting planning organisations (SACPLAN/RTPI), local 
government representatives (e.g. SALGA) and the relevant national government departments.

• Three short learning package films were developed on ‘Zoning for low-income areas in South Africa’, 
‘The transect concept’ and ‘Three ideas on how to build better low-income settlements in South 
Africa’.

• A professional video on ‘5 pointers for starting work as a town planner’ was created in response to 
the needs faced by early-career planners: http://www.saperproject.com/5-pointers-for-starting-work-
as-a-town-planner.html

• A platform for international student collaboration was developed and is available from http://www.
saperproject.com/collaborate.html

The project also created and partnered with the Commonwealth Association of Planners (CAP) to develop 
their good practice platform: https://www.commonwealth-planners.org/good-practice-platform 

Finally, through SAPER, SACPLAN developed a discussion board on his website, allowing all SACPLAN 
members and non-SACPLAN members to discuss and receive support and advise on specific planning matters 
and challenges.

To read more on some of the Key Findings and well as the impact of the research please access the SAPER 
End of Project Report at http://www.saperproject.com/uploads/9/5/8/2/95827424/saper_end_of_project_
report_final.pdf

The School of Architecture and Planning, University of the Witwatersrand is pleased to announce the 
publication by Edward Elgar of the book: Densifying the City? Global Cases and Johannesburg, edited 
by Margot Rubin, Alison Todes, Philip Harrison and Alexandra Appelbaum. The book is a collaboration by 
members of the SA Research Chair on Spatial Analysis and City Planning and the Planning Programme, and 
includes contributions from staff and students in the School, researchers and academics at other universities 
and research institutions in SA and internationally.  

IN THE KNOW

new books

DENSIFYING THE CITY? GLOBAL  
CASES AND JOHANNESBURG
Editors: Margot Rubin, Alison Todes, Philip Harrison and Alexandra Appelbaum

http://www.saperproject.com/5-pointers-for-starting-work-as-a-town-planner.html 
http://www.saperproject.com/5-pointers-for-starting-work-as-a-town-planner.html 
http://www.saperproject.com/collaborate.html
http://www.saperproject.com/collaborate.html
http://www.saperproject.com/uploads/9/5/8/2/95827424/saper_end_of_project_report_final.pdf 
http://www.saperproject.com/uploads/9/5/8/2/95827424/saper_end_of_project_report_final.pdf 
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Providing an in-depth exploration of the 
complexities of densification policy and processes, 
the book brings the important experiences of 
densification in Johannesburg into conversation with 
those of a range of cities in Africa, the BRICS countries, 
and the global north. Moving beyond the divisive 
debate over whether densification is good or bad, the 
book adds nuance and complexity to the calls from 
multi-lateral organisations such as UN-Habitat and 
by South African policies for densification as a key 
urban strategy. The book draws on recent literatures 
unpacking the concept of density, exploring its 
complexity, and the implications for policy. It 
suggests that the commonly used measures focused 
on promoting built density in particular places are 
insufficient to promote sustainable and inclusive 
urban densification, or to manage processes of 
densification already occurring in cities, often through 
resident-led and informal processes. The book points 
instead to the importance of understanding the 
drivers, experiences and responses to densification, 
and their different meanings and outcomes in 
various contexts, which are often rather different 
from intentions. ‘Best practice’ cases of urban 
densification looked at more closely, such as Curitiba 
for example, are neither as dense nor as inclusive as 
common policy stories suggest.  Likewise, the effects 
of transit-oriented development on density are more 
ambiguous and complex than expected. 

The book examines case studies of densification 
policies and processes internationally and considers in more detail the Johannesburg case. It shows how 
densification has manifested often in unanticipated or contrary ways in Johannesburg, offering important 
accounts of resident-led densification and the processes and motivations that drive these activities. It also 
explores thinking about planning and land use management to promote urban densification, and the 
outcomes of policies in Johannesburg. In dialogue with other cities, the Johannesburg case is instructive to 
government policy-makers, planning practitioners in the public, private and NGO sectors, to multi-lateral 
organisations and academics in planning and a variety of urban-related fields. 

The book is divided into three sections and 25 chapters. The first section explores the densification 
experiences of some eight cities: Sao Paulo, Curitiba, Nairobi, Beijing, Maputo, Sydney and Delhi. The 
second section reflects on how densification has unfolded in Johannesburg, while the final section explores 
Johannesburg’s key Transit Oriented Development and densification strategy, the Corridors of Freedom, 
examining them within the international context as well as unpacking their political, spatial and economic 
dimensions. The book also includes a reflection on density in the context of Covid-19. 

The book shows that densification is occurring within Johannesburg’s municipal boundaries, although 
patterns might be different at the city-region level. Densification is occurring through rising occupancy levels 
in the inner city, the growth of informal settlements and backyarding, the shift towards townhouse complexes 
by the middle classes, and the growth of high-rise developments in Johannesburg’s new economic nodes. 

Full details of the book are available at:

https://w w w.e - elgar.com/shop/gbp/catalog/
p r o d u c t / v i e w / i d / 1 6 7 2 6 / s / d e n s i f y i n g - t h e -
city-9781789904932/

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/catalog/product/view/id/16726/s/densifying-the-city-9781789904932/
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/catalog/product/view/id/16726/s/densifying-the-city-9781789904932/
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/catalog/product/view/id/16726/s/densifying-the-city-9781789904932/
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Densification within the existing urban fabric goes along with growth on the edge, and with intricate patterns 
of density change. 

Johannesburg as a case points to the need for policy to be grounded in an actual understanding of what is 
happening in individual cities, from local to metropolitan scale. Johannesburg is a city that has adopted policies 
for densification that are explicitly progressive and inclusionary in their intention. This offers the opportunity 
for careful analysis of the possibilities and limitations of density policy in relation to the normative ambitions 
of the policy-makers. The Johannesburg case shows significant complexity in this regard. 

The Johannesburg case exemplifies the tension, evident internationally, between the promotion of 
‘good densification’ through new developments and regeneration, and their limits in terms of affordability 
and inclusion, and concerns that informal processes are producing unmanageable ‘bad densification’, albeit 
accessible to the poor. However ‘informal’ conflates multiple process and such a normative and binary view 
does not reflect the realities of practice and outcome. As such, policy should respond to the diversity.

DEEPER CITY
By Joe Ravetz

Deeper City is the first major application of new 
thinking on ‘deeper complexity’, applied to grand 
challenges such as runaway urbanization, climate 
change and rising inequality. The author provides a 
new framework for the collective intelligence – the 
capacity for learning and synergy – in many-layered 
cities, technologies, economies, ecologies and political 
systems. 

The key is in synergistic mapping and design, which 
can move beyond smart ‘winner-takes-all’ competition, 
towards wiser human systems of cooperation where 
‘winners-are-all’. Forty distinct pathways ‘from smart 
to wise’ are mapped in Deeper City and presented for 
strategic action, ranging from local neighbourhoods to 
global finance.

As an atlas of the future, and resource library of 
pathway mappings, this book expands on the author’s 
previous work, City-Region 2020. From a decade of 
development and testing, Deeper City combines visual 
thinking with a narrative style and practical guidance. 
This book will be indispensable for those seeking a 
sustainable future – students, politicians, planners, 
systems designers, activists, engineers and researchers.

A new postscript looks at how these methods can 
work with respect to the 2020 pandemic, and asks, ‘How 
can we turn crisis towards transformation?’

h t t p s : / / w w w . r o u t l e d g e . c o m / D e e p e r -
C i t y - C o l l e c t i v e - I n t e l l i g e n c e - a n d - t h e -
Pathways-from-Smar t-to-Wise/Ravetz/p/
book/9780415628976

https://www.routledge.com/Deeper-City-Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-Smart-to-Wise/Ra
https://www.routledge.com/Deeper-City-Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-Smart-to-Wise/Ra
https://www.routledge.com/Deeper-City-Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-Smart-to-Wise/Ra
https://www.routledge.com/Deeper-City-Collective-Intelligence-and-the-Pathways-from-Smart-to-Wise/Ra
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TRANSFORMING CITIES THROUGH 
TEMPORARY URBANISM - A 
COMPARATIVE OVERVIEW
By Andres, L. & Zhang, Y.

This book advances the reflexion into how 
temporary urbanism is shaping cities across the world. 
Temporary urbanism has become a core concept in 
urban development, and its application is increasingly 
crossing the borders of both the North and the Global 
South. There is a need to reflect upon the diverse ways of 
understanding and implementing the temporary in the 
production of space internationally and discuss what this 
means, for both research and practice. 

Divided into two sections, the book compiles and 
reflects upon the various attempts to reframe and 
reconceptualise temporary urbanism. The first section 
focuses on reframing and reconceptualising temporary 
urbanisms. It develops the argument that temporary 
urbanism allows a reinterrogation of the role of 
temporalities and non-permanence into the place-making 
process and hence in the production and reproduction of 
cities, including the adaptability of existing spaces and 
production of new spaces. While drawing upon different 
theoretical and conceptual framings (permeability, 
assemblage, rhythms, waiting, …), authors bring insights 
from various case studies:  the Dublin Biennial (Ireland), 
temporary uses in Geneva (Switzerland), temporary 
urban settlements in sub-Saharan Africa, refugees’ camp 
in Beirut (Lebanon) and political protests in Skopje 
(Republic of Macedonia). The second section looks at 
unwrapping the complexity and diversity of temporary 
urbanisms. It aims at securing a better understanding 
of the complexity and diversity of temporary urbanism, 
including a dialogue between various experiences both 
in the Global North and in the Global South. It looks at 
the implications of temporary urbanism in the delivery 
of planning and considers how and by whom cities are 
governed and transformed. Again, a range of examples 
are mobilised by contributors spanning from temporary 
uses and projects in London (UK), Santiago (Chile), Paris 
(France), Vancouver (Canada), Barcelona (Spain), Budapest 

(Hungary), Beijing (China), Sao Paulo (Brazil) 
and Milwaukee (USA). 

This book will be of interests to all 
researchers, practitioners, and students who 
want to gain a more thorough understanding 
of the topic of temporary urbanism, 
compare its diversity and similarities across 
different contexts, and reflect on the wider 
implications of temporary urbanisms for 
urban transformations.

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-
3-030-61753-0

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-61753-0
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-61753-0
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LAND ISSUES FOR URBAN 
GOVERNANCE IN SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA
Edited by Robert Home

Series: Local and Urban Governance

• Focuses on the new challenges of urban land 
governance in Sub-Saharan Africa following 
the adoption of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Habitat New Urban 
Agenda (passed at Habitat III in Quito in 2016)

• Cross-disciplinary treatment of a rapidly evolving 
topic

• Provides new knowledge from both academic 
and professional perspectives on land 
governance

Sub-Saharan Africa faces many development 
challenges, such as its size and diversity, rapid urban 
population growth, history of colonial exploitation, 
fragile states and conflicts over land and natural 
resources. This collection, contributed from different 
academic disciplines and professions, seeks to support 
the UN Habitat New Urban Agenda passed at Habitat III in 
Quito, Ecuador, in 2016. It will attract readers from urban 
specialisms in law, geography and other social sciences, 
and from professionals and policy-makers concerned with 
land use planning, surveying and governance. Among 
the topics addressed by the book are challenges to 
governance institutions: how international development 
is delivered, building land management capacity, funding 
for urban infrastructure, land-based finance, ineffective 
planning regulation, and the role of alternatives to courts 
in resolving boundary and other land disputes. Issues of 
rights and land titling are explored from perspectives of 
human rights law (the right to development, and women’s 
rights of access to land), and land tenure regularization. 
Particular challenges of housing, planning and informality 
are addressed through contributions on international 
real estate investment, community participation in urban 

h t t p s : / / w w w . s p r i n g e r . c o m / g p /
book/9783030525033

settlement upgrading, housing delivery as a 
partly failing project to remedy apartheid’s 
legacy, and complex interactions between 
political power, money and land.

https://www.springer.com/gp/book/978303052503
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/978303052503
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YOUR PROFESSION

a word from the profession
REJUVENATION OF SAPI
Election of New Executive Committee

It’s a year since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in our country.  Our condolences to those that have 
lost loved ones.  Please remain safe and vigilant as we continue to battle to overcome these difficult times. 

SAPI is going through challenging times.  We have run out of operational funding for the National Office, 
had to terminate our employment contract with the Office Administrator and the Office Manager and our 
website is not operative.  The term of the previous Exco come to an end during 2020.   We have, however, good 
news, in that the following new Executive Committee was elected at a Special SAPI National Board meeting 
held on 16 February 2021, to lead us on the way forward.

• Mr Johannes Mulaudzi - Acting President

• Mr Pravin Singh - Acting Treasurer

• Ms Maartje Weyers - Ex Officio Member and Regional Representative

• Dr Cecil Madell - Ex Officio Member.

• The Secretary General Position will be filled in in due course.  

Exco will endeavour to increase accountability to the Board and the broader membership.  The executive 
has embarked on the following activities to stabilise and reinvigorate SAPI:

• Rebuilding our capacity to communicate with members, including re-establishing the National 
Office when it becomes financially viable.  We will seek funding from relevant government 
departments to assist with the administration of SAPI, recognising that the public sector is facing 
heightened austerity measures.

• Continue supporting our branches to re-connect with members and host events, re-build our 
membership and increase our public profile in particular with regard to mattes of critical importance 
to our profession and the broader community we serve.

• Completing the inquiry into the finances of SAPI as this was one of the outcomes of a Special Board 
meeting held on 21 February 2020.

• Securing an agreement with one of the regions to start planning and hosting the next SAPI PAC 
conference, possible during 2023.

• Continue engaging with SACPLAN on critical matters facing our profession. Currently, this include 
providing comments on SACPLAN’s Rules on the Identification of Planning Professions Work in terms 
of Section 16 of the Planning Professions Act, 2002 (Act 36 of 2002). We are also in the process of 
renewing our status as a recognised voluntary organisation as required by SACPLAN every five-years.

Please be assured that Exco, Board members and Regional Chairs will continue to do our best to renew SAPI.

Yours Sincerely,

Mr J Mulaudzi
SAPI National Acting President
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YOUR PROFESSION

planning academics

TOWN AND REGIONAL PLANNING 
JOURNAL NO 77 DECEMBER 2020
Read the latest Planning Related Articles

The latest version of the Town 
and Regional Planning Journal 
(Vol. 77 (2020)) (peer-reviewed 
academic literature) is now 
available electronically.

Following a call for papers that 
were sent, a total of 22 articles 
were received. These articles 
were generated by a total of 45 
Authors. A total of 10 articles 
approved for publication. 

These articles were written by 
Authors from the following 
Countries:

To access this issue of the 
Town and Regional Planning 
Journal, or any of the previous 
issues, please visit the link in 
the SACPLAN Website: http://
journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/
issue/archive

THE CONTENTS IF THIS ISSUE ARE AS FOLLOWS:

EDITORIAL:
• From the guest editor (Hangwelani Hope Magidimisha)

ARTICLES ON RESILIENCE:
• Regional resilience in peripheral South Africa: The Northern Cape case 

(Mariske van Aswegen, Francois Pieter Retief, Ernst Drewes)

• Scoping the nexus between climate change and water-security 
realities in rural South Africa (Patrick Hosea, Ernest Khalema)

• Reflections on how the implementation of sustainable development 
goals across the UK and Ireland can influence the mainstreaming of 
these goals in English planning practice (P.J. Geraghty)

• Building resilience to climate change in vulnerable communities: A 
case study of uMkhanyakude district municipality (Anele Mthembu, 
Syathokoza Hlophe)

• Trends in urban planning, climate adaptation and resilience in 
Zanzibar, Tanzania (Garth Myers, Jonathan Walz, Aboud Jumbe)

• Land use land cover change and land surface emissivity in Ibadan, 
Nigeria (Oluwasinaayomi Kasim, Samuel Agbola, Michael Oweniwe)

• Building a food-resilient city through urban agriculture: The case of 
Ilorin, Nigeria (Akeem Ola)

• Introducing the Green Book: A practical planning tool for adapting 
South African settlements to climate change (Willemien van Niekerk, 
Amy Pieterse, Alize le Roux)

ARTICLES:
• Structuring South Africa’s national economic space: A regional corridor 

network model approach (André Brand, Ernst Drewes)

• Multi-stakeholder perspectives on approaches for addressing the 
incidence of urban public open space encroachment: The case of 
Freedom Square, Bloemfontein (Lindelwa Sinxadi, Bankole Awuzie, 
Maléne Campbell)

BOOK REVIEWS:
• Gone to ground: A history of environment and infrastructure in Dar es 

Salaam (Prof. Naòmi Morgan)

South Africa United Kingdom

Nigeria USA

Zansibar

http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/issue/archive 
http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/issue/archive 
http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/issue/archive 
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YOUR PROFESSION

registrations

NEW REGISTRATION STATISTICS
Statistics for Applications Approved during the March 2021 Assessments

CPUT DUT NWU UCT UFS UJ UKZN Univen UP SU Wits

2,1% Technical Planners

TOTAL: 95

46% 54%

31,6% Professional Planners

66,3% Candidate Planners

1
1 2 18

12 30

25
38 63

New registration category and gender distribution

New registration distribution between Planning Schools

Candidate Professional Technical

Other
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TOTAL REGISTRATION STATISTICS
Total Number of Registered Planners as of last registration round in  
March 2021

4 577 Registered Planners

2 542 
Professional Planners

56%

1 716 
Candidate Planners

37%

319 Technical Planners 7%

Do you want to contribute to the 
SACPLAN Newsletter?
Published submissions counts for CPD points under Focus Area 3.10

Submission Deadline: 31 May 2021

For more information or to submit your submissions please contact: 
Mr Martin Lewis at planner@sacplan.co.za

mailto:planner%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
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PARTICIPATE

upcoming events

SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT 
21 - 23 September 2021

57th ISOCARP WORLD PLANNING 
CONGRESS
8 - 11 November 2021

Click on image to open website link

Click on image to open website link

https://sustainabilityweek.co.za/
https://doha2021.isocarp.org/
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CALL FOR PAPERS
Special Issue for Journal of Town and Regional Planning / SACPLAN

Cities, especially in developing countries have variously been described as places of hope and despair, 
places of innovation and strange encounters and places of economic prosperity and acute poverty. These 
expressions engender the challenges and advantages inherent in the cities for its different classes of dwellers. 
Cities are basically seen by some as acutely unequal in terms of the spread of resources and opportunities. 
Infrastructure is not laterally and symmetrically evenly distributed within city spaces. This is so because of 
various issues and challenges ranging from discrimination, gender inequality, class segregation, political 
interference and manipulation, population distribution and several other challenges inherent in the city space. 
Given the afore-mentioned background SACPLAN is making a special call for manuscripts from academics, 
scientists and practitioners across the world in city-oriented research to address the subject of access to the 
city by all people irrespective of their age, class, race, gender, and any other spatial consideration for a Special 
Journal Issue titled: Cities for All / The right to the City in the following thematic areas:

THEMATIC AREAS:
1. Women, youths, children, and the city/city 

regions

2. Access to the public space by the 
vulnerable groups

3. Migration and planning

4. District development model

5. Safety and access to public spaces in the 
city/city regions

6. Environmental inequality and justice

7. Recreational spaces in the city 
configuration

8. Infrastructure deficit and access within the 
city/city regions

9. Informal settlements in the city spaces

10. Theoretical issues in the inequality 
spectrum in the city/city regions

11. Urban liveability and the challenges of 
social inclusion

We are hereby inviting both scholarly articles 
as well as review articles (papers that have a strong 
practical implementation aspect) on the mentioned 
topics.

More information on the journal and guidelines 
on the formatting of papers can be found in the 
journal or https://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/
index

Further links:

Journal Contact details: http://journals.ufs.ac.za/
index.php/trp/about/contact

Submissions: http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/
about/submissions 

Author Agreement: https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/
librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/acta-structilia---
town-and-regional-planning/authoragreement_trp_
as_2019.pdf?sfvrsn=bcc6b321_2

Publishing Agreement: https://www.ufs.ac.za/
docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/publishers-
agreement-journals-ufs---for-submissionfa53bee65b
146fc79f4fff0600aa9400.pdf?sfvrsn=2

Provisional timelines for writing:

Submission deadline: Draft papers: 30 June 2021
Papers under review: July-August
Comments send to authors: August – September
Author revisions of peer-reviewed papers: 
October 2021 (two weeks)
Special issue published: December 2021

https://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/index
https://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/index
http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/about/contact
http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/about/contact
http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/about/submissions
http://journals.ufs.ac.za/index.php/trp/about/submissions
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/acta-structilia---town-and-regional-pl
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/acta-structilia---town-and-regional-pl
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/acta-structilia---town-and-regional-pl
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/acta-structilia---town-and-regional-pl
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/publishers-agreement-journals-ufs---fo
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/publishers-agreement-journals-ufs---fo
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/publishers-agreement-journals-ufs---fo
https://www.ufs.ac.za/docs/librariesprovider57/kovsiejournals/publishers-agreement-journals-ufs---fo
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CONNECT

contact us

Website:   http://www.sacplan.org.za/

Office:   +27 11 318-0460/0437

The Chief Executive Officer/Registrar - Martin Lewis: planner@sacplan.co.za

Registration Queries: planner@sacplan.co.za 

Invoice Queries: accounts@sacplan.co.za 

Statement Queries: accounts@sacplan.co.za 

General Queries: planner@sacplan.co.za

SACPLAN CONTACT INFORMATION

Head Office:
International Business Gateway Park, Cnr New Road & 6th Road, 
Midridge Office Park-1st Floor, Block G, South Africa

GPS Coordinates:
S 25° 58’ 34.0”
E 028° 07’ 15.2”

Fax:   +27 11 318-0405

Postal Address:   P.O. Box 1084, Halfway House, Midrand,1685, South Africa

LinkedIn:   https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3851414/

Twitter:   https://twitter.com/SACPLAN1

Facebook:   https://web.facebook.com/SACPLAN?_rdc=1&_rdr

http://www.sacplan.org.za/
mailto:planner%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
mailto:planner%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
mailto:accounts%40sacplan.co.za%20?subject=
mailto:accounts%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
mailto:planner%40sacplan.co.za?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3851414/
https://twitter.com/SACPLAN1
https://web.facebook.com/SACPLAN?_rdc=1&_rdr
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