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ACHIEVING NET
ZERO

Foreword by Mr. Martin Lewis - Chief Executive
Officer of SACPLAN
As we are approaching the end of 2021,
we look back at another year that have touch
many parts of our lives. We have seen a third
wave of COVID-19 and the impact that had,
and there is already mention of an expected
fourth wave. We have heard mention of
virtual fatigue as it has become easy to have
three / four virtual meetings on the same day
and persons attending to work while busy with a meeting.
With COP26 taking place between 31 October 2021 and 12
November 2021 the international focus will be on accelerated action
towards achieving net zero. Are we as planners properly positioned
and prepared to attend to the pressures and challenges that achieving
net zero will bring?
In this issue you will read an article on Renewable Energy and Land
Use – a Crisis of Timelines. This article discusses the crises of timelines
in the approval process of projects. You will also read an article on the
application of areal mapping with drones in the planning process. The
article consists of two parts, the one focussing on practical factor to
consider in the decision -making process for Drone utilisation for areal
mapping and the second the more regulated aspect of drones.
We also read an article entitled “Management of Developments
along National Roads: The SANRAL Mandate". The article refers to the
SANRAL Road Network, the statutory control on National Roads, the
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challenges along National Roads and then provide some insights on where to from here.
On 8 November we are celebrating World Town Planning Day. World Town Planning Day brings planners
and communities together to celebrate how good planning improves the lives of people and benefits society
at large, creating places to live, work and play. Read more on when the day was founded and why.
SAPI is reporting on their AGM and announces the newly elected Executive members.
One of our colleagues is also reflecting on the past months with the article “Planning during such interesting
times: the mind-set of a planner in the mist of the COVID-19 and the looting".
Then finally, I would like to thank our planners and partners who continue to contribute too the SACPLAN
Newsletter and other partnerships with SACPLAN. I would also like to invite planners and partners to
continuously update SACPLAN on planning highlights in their area of work. Please remember that registered
planner can now also login to the SACPLAN website at www.sacplan.org.za to update your contact details
and to download your new SACPLAN Registration Certificate. Planners are also reminded to include their
SACPLAN Registration number when communicating with SACPLAN or making payments.
Happy Reading

Do you want to contribute to the
SACPLAN Newsletter?
Published submissions counts for CPD points under Focus Area 3.10
Submission Deadline: 15 February 2021
For more information or to submit your submissions please contact:
Mr Martin Lewis at planner@sacplan.co.za

For any Financial queries please email:
accounts@sacplan.co.za
For Candidate Planner or Candidate Student Planner applications queries please email:
Lhlongwa@sacplan.co.za
For Technical Planner and Professional Planner application queries
please email:
Smaponyane@sacplan.co.za
For General queries or request for information please email:
planner@sacplan.co.za
You can now login to the SACPLAN website to update our information online and to download
you new Registration Certificate.
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SPOTLIGHT

infrastructure and technology

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND LAND
USE: A CRISIS OF TIMELINESS
The Reopening of the Bidding Rounds of the Renewable Energy Independent
Power Procurement Programme Causes Timeline Challenges
Jacobus Treurnich writes as Chairperson of the South African Wind Energy Association’s
Environmental Working Group – Land Use Sub-Committee.
With the reopening of the bidding rounds of the Renewable Energy (RE) Independent Power Procurement
Programme (REIPPPP), driven by the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE), in March 2021, the
RE market has been incentivised into action once more. REIPPPP offers the most successful programme thus
far for the integration of RE into the South African energy mix and guides Independent Power Producers (IPPs)
in their investment decision making and development
prospects.

“The bottleneck has been the source of

Bid Window 5 (BW5) of the REIPPPP closed on 16
immense frustration for the industry and
August 2021 and saw a massive number of projects
has seen many RE investors take their
being bid due to the bottleneck created by the long
money to other emerging economies.”
delay between BW4 and BW5. The bottleneck has been
the source of immense frustration for the industry and
has seen many RE investors take their money to other emerging economies. However, on the bright side, this
delay has provided the players in the market ample time to ensure that the projects in their portfolios are fully
permitted given the long period of time it takes to acquire approval in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act (107 of 1998) as amended (NEMA), the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act (16
of 2013) (SPLUMA), and the Subdivision of Agricultural Land Act (70 of 1970) (SALA).
The latter two approvals are normally only required by Financial Close (FC) in the REIPPPP process, but
with the delay between the bidding rounds BW5 has seen many projects being bid either fully permitted or
at least with NEMA and SPLUMA approval in place. As permit ready projects decline with submissions, we
are now entering a renewed phase of projects that must run the course of the aforementioned legislative
processes. As we are all painfully aware, these processes take a lot of time to complete, not to mention where
objections and appeals come into play.
In contrast, the DMRE, recognising the dire need for energy in the country, have compacted the bidding
rounds by shortening the available timelines between the key early milestones of the REIPPPP, namely
Bid Submission, Preferred Bidder (PB), and Financial Close (FC). This compacted timeline however leads to
constraints when juxtaposed with the required NEMA, SPLUMA and SALA timelines.
In essence, a crisis of timeliness is forming!
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The key to solving this crisis of timelines is to move away from the principle of each of the competent
authorities deciding on their applications only once the previous approval has been acquired, in the order as
presented in earlier paragraphs. It should be noted that in interpretation of recent rulings by the Constitutional
Court, the matter of staggering of these three legal processes under different and individually standing
legislation is not merely costly in terms of time but can be considered unlawful. It is cause for insightful
reading and I present the following case rulings to this point:
•

Maccsand (Pty) Ltd v City of Cape Town and Others (CCT103/11) (CC) [2012] ZACC 7; 2012 (4) SA 181
(CC); 2012 (7) BCLR 690 (CC) (12 April 2012);

•

Minister of Local Government, Environmental Affairs and Development Planning of the Western
Cape v Lagoonbay Lifestyle Estate (Pty) Ltd and Others (CCT 41/13) [2013] ZACC 39; 2014 (1) SA 521
(CC); 2014 (2) BCLR 182 (CC) (20 November 2013);

•

Fuel Retailers Association of Southern Africa v Director-General: Environmental Management,
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment, Mpumalanga Province and Others
(CCT67/06) [2007] ZACC 13; 2007 (10) BCLR 1059 (CC); 2007 (6) SA 4 (CC) (7 June 2007).

The solution is quite simple, allow all three legal processes to run concurrently, thereby compacting
the timelines and allowing for the development processes required under REIPPPP by the DRME to work
more efficiently with the actual timelines required by
the legal processes. There is beauty in this approach; a
“...by the time NEMA submission is
made, the developer already sits on
developer normally acquires a vast amount of spatial
all the information the competent
information pertaining to the development as part of
authorities of SPLUMA and SALA may
the requirements before a NEMA submission can be
require to make an informed decision.”
made. Therefore, by the time NEMA submission is made,
the developer already sits on all the information the
competent authorities of SPLUMA and SALA may require to make an informed decision. There is also no
risk that different decisions amongst authorities can lead to misaligned and unlawful development as the
development will not be able to reach construction before all three boxes are not ticked. Intergovernmental
alignment is therefore automatically achieved as, even though decisions are reached separately, a lack of
unanimous approvals would preclude a project from commencing.
With the restructuring of the national departments and with both SPLUMA and SALA being governed
under the umbrella of the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (DALRRD), it can
be hoped that they will take the lead in this invigorated and integrated approach to land use planning.
The legacy of such change, albeit seemingly small and insignificant, will be an immense approval of
process efficiency and a stimulation of the RE economy. Let us not lose sight of the fact that the integration of
RE in the national energy mix is not only an IPP investment goal, but also aligns with national and co-signed
international policy, most notably the National Spatial Development Framework; the document that guides
us all.
Let us make small changes as planners which can make massive strides in developing our country,
especially in an era where economic recovery is of prime importance.
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MANAGEMENT OF DEVELOPMENTS
ALONG NATIONAL ROADS: THE
SANRAL MANDATE
Managing National Roads in such a Manner that they Promote the National
Public Interest
Written by Lerator Mothapo (Statutory Control Officer; Northern Region; SANRAL)
The N1, N2, N3, N4 and other national roads traverse municipalities and provinces from one border to
another. Many people are familiar with these roads and are aware, to some extent, that they are national roads.
The statutes concerning the roads however, remain a mystery to many planners in both public and private
sector spaces. These are strategic roads that provide important and much needed regional connections for
the people and economy of the country. Their role in the broader economy and communities is clear. For
an example, one will notice plenty of heavy-duty vehicles transporting goods from ports and factories to
markets, along these roads. These goods will meet the needs of the citizenry and the sale thereof will stimulate
the economy. Long-distance busses transporting passengers from one province to the next, thus connecting
them to economic opportunities and to their families is another example. The importance of national roads
cannot be disputed, they therefore need to be managed in a manner that promotes national public interest.
This is where the South African National Roads Agency (SOE) Limited (SANRAL) gets involved.
About SANRAL
SANRAL is the national road authority established and operating in terms of the South African National
Roads Agency Limited and National Roads Act (Act 7 of 1998), herein referred to as “The Act”. SANRAL’s vision
is to ensure that the national road transport system delivers a better South Africa for all, and this is made clear
in the long-term strategy, Horizon2030. Its purpose is to deliver safe, efficient, reliable, and resilient national
road transport system for the benefit
of all the people of South Africa.
This purpose is realised through
SANRAL’s mandate to manage and
control the national road network
and take charge, among others, of
the development, maintenance, and
rehabilitation of national roads within
the framework of government policy.
The SANRAL Road Network
The SANRAL network comprises
of 22 252.58 kilometres of road,
countrywide and is managed within
four regions as shown on the diagram
to the right.
Statutory

Control

on

National
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Roads
As previously stated, the importance of national roads cannot be overemphasised, they therefore need to
be managed in a manner that promotes national public interest. Statutory control (like development control
or land use management in municipalities) becomes a significant function to ensure that national roads, as
key national assets, are protected. Statutory control ensures that the requirements in terms of The Act are
complied with on the entire national network. The statutory control department, together with routine road
maintenance, is responsible for compliance, enforcement, and general risk management along the national
roads, both inside and outside of the road reserve to ultimately ensure the safety of all road users as indicated
below.

The statutory control function is carried out in terms of The Act, and there are two main definitions in
the act that need to be highlighted, particularly where municipalities and Spatial Planning and Land Use
Management Act (SPLUMA) applications are concerned; advertisement and building restriction area. The
act states,
in this Act, unless inconsistent with the context:
(i) “Advertisement” means a visible representation of a word, name, or abbreviation of a word or
name, or any visible representation of a letter, figure, object, sign or symbol, or a light not intended for
illumination or as warning against danger but does not include a road traffic sign.
(ii) “Building restriction area” means the area consisting of land (but excluding land in an urban
area): situated alongside a national road within a distance of 60 metres from the boundary of the
national road; or situated within a distance of 500 metres from any point of intersection.
There are a lot of activities and developments that fall within the building restriction area, in addition
to the land uses being approved by the respective municipality in terms of SPLUMA, that therefore also
fall within the statutory control function as per the Act. These developments and activities, prior to being
approved by the respective municipality, must obtain SANRAL comment and/or approval, to ensure that they
are compliant to both the Act and SPLUMA.
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The following are some of the activities regulated along national roads:
• Developments: Township Establishments, Rezoning, Consents, etc.
• Division of Land and Subdivisions
• Structures within the Building Restriction Area
• Advertisements
• Access
• Filling Stations
• Services: Optic Fibre, Water, Electricity, etc.
• Signage: Tourism and Local Directional Signs
• Trading
• Events: Races/marathons, Rallies, Tv Commercials, etc.
• Third Party Claims
In addition to the above, sections 44 -52 of The Act are also very important to note. Please click on the link
to obtain a copy of the Act, Outdoor Advertising Regulations and SANRAL’s long-term strategy, Horizon2030:
https://www.nra.co.za/legislation/
Challenges along National Roads
There are challenges faced on national roads with regards
to the statutory control function, owing to several factors listed
below. These challenges also present a few opportunities.
• Lack of Information and Communication
• Extensive and Uncontrolled Developments
• Dependence on National Roads
• Illegal Accesses
• Non-compliant Advertising
• Illegal Trading in the Road Reserve
• Unattended Livestock
The following are some of the examples indicating the
importance of statutory control in ensuring that the safety of all
road users is not compromised along national roads.

Please note: Pictures above may not necessarily be from a national road but have been included for illustration purposes.
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Where to from here?
What can be done at an individual and collective scale to address the identified challenges?
#StrongerTogether is a simple concept, yet it speaks volumes on the importance of presenting a united front
as different stakeholders, to eliminate a myriad of issues and increase resource efficiency. There are several
processes currently duplicated in the execution of various mandates across government departments and
entities. A consolidated approach, with each of the role players playing their part in full, is clearly required
to ensure that government priorities are realised in the most efficient manner. There is a clear enforcement
challenge across government departments and entities, the source of which must be thoroughly investigated
to ensure its root cause is addressed. However, addressing the challenge will require an integrated approach.
This challenge poses a threat to several programmes and projects across the board. The most accessible
solution, that can be implemented immediately, is to strengthen relationships amongst stakeholders,
ensuring their needs are met through a highly consultative process of integrated development planning. The
important roles of Integrated Development Plans and Spatial Development Frameworks need to be further
emphasised and the processes associated with them given high priority status, right at the planning stages.
This should go beyond sharing plans, projects, and budgets to seeing these as tools for problem solving
holistically. This way, efficiency can be improved with regards to protection of planning, public assets and
implementation of programmes and projects, ultimately saving limited government resources, such that they
can be redirected towards achieving greater impact in the communities served.

8

THE APPLICATION OF AERIAL
MAPPING WITH DRONES IN THE
PLANNING PROCESS
The Practical and Legal Aspects of Drone Utilization for Aerial Mapping
Like several industries around the globe, the survey and urban design/town planning industries were
greatly influenced by Drone technology. This article consists of two parts.
Part one focuses on the practical factors to consider in the decision-making process for Drone utilization
for Aerial mapping. Whereas part two, covers the more regulated aspect of Drones.
PART ONE
The first thing that we need to understand, although it is a marvellous piece of equipment with several
capabilities, it is very important to establish the product we need, the capabilities and risks involved. The most
effective way to assist is by taking the following into consideration with the decision-making process.
If one objective is to calculate a cut fill volume, establish the drainage on a regular flat area or doing a
“run off” design for storm water, the area needs to be cleared from dense vegetation. It is important to “touch
ground” within an exceptional grid pattern. Decide what accuracy in level you need and communicate your
request. The surveyor will be able to assist and advice that the required accuracy is related to the amount of
GCPs (Ground Control Points), the survey of the control beacons and the height of the flight.
Is it of importance that the survey needs to be part of the national coordinate system or is the reference to
location not applicable? Obviously, a product reference to a coordinate system involved more time, work, and
money. Again, it depends on the need and your surveyor will be able to advice.
Do you need only a photo to identify features or is the purpose of the project to “plot” the features in CAD?
Establish if some features are under, for instance, a leave cover. The surveyor might most probably advice that
he needs to make use of a GPS or even Total Station. Establish if you require for the data to be presented in a
DWG format accompanied by contours. The contour intervals are to be determined and specified before the
flight and this can be agreed upon through consultation with the surveyor.
The decision to make use of Lidar will be influenced by the cost, availability, vegetation, the size of the area
and why the data is required. Once again, by conducting research and to avoid unnecessary costs, the correct
procedure is executed for the desired result.
Decided in which format you need the data and communicate to ensure that the supplier can deliver. Also
communicate if you need something else to be indicated, such as cadastral.
It is imperative to ensure that the Drone is registered with the SACAA (visible registration number), the
Drone operator owns a valid Remote Pilot Licence, the company is compliant to all the required regulations
and that the service provider has Legal Liability insurance. These aspects will be covered in more detail in part
two.
There will always be a debate on the influence of vegetation, leaf cover, quality of photo, weather conditions
and so forth. The best advice will be that the surveyor must provide a mathematically mean error, whereby
independent points on the surface must be compared to the model presented. The amount and location of
the points depend on the utilization of the data.
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This part was compiled by Johan Joubert (johan@mezher.co.za) a registered surveyor, the founding
member of Mezher Group (www.mezher.co.za) with 20 years of experience in construction, engineering, and
topographical surveys and expand by adding an Aerial mapping capability.
PART TWO
For Drone Operations and the Urban environment, there are still many procedures under debate globally,
all with the focus of ultimately ensuring Safety Management (In the air and simultaneously on the ground).
The South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA - http://www.sacaa.co.za/) legislates these procedures
through their Part 101 offices, which serves as the umbrella for all drone related operations. This includes
both Recreational, and Commercial drone operators.
So, to look at this discussion a little more in-depth, we need to take note from the outset that Drone Pilots
cannot simply just get airborne from anywhere outside of a closed environment, (such as an empty warehouse
for example), without first considering such as, regulatory, obstacles, terrain and weather limitations to name
but a few. All these pointers lean towards safety in the workplace, and all drone pilots need to therefore realise
their responsibilities when planning any flight. As a comparison, and, prior to introducing Drones within the
civilian sector, radio controlled operators have been flying in a safe and structured manner for years under
the guidance of the South African Model Aircraft Association, (SAMAA - http://www.samaa.org.za/), which is a
division that ensures SACAA legalities are conformed with by all such operators. Areas have been designated,
(such as open fields that have been purposefully structured to facilitate radio-controlled operators), and all
radio-controlled pilots maintain flight within their available limitations, be it a designated radio-controlled
port or an open field clear of any hazards. Radio controlled operations became structured over a period, unlike
introducing Drones to our Airspace, which was already regulated by SACAA prior to commercial operation.
The difference between these two flight operators, however, is vast, especially considering what type of
services a Drone can offer compared to a radio-controlled aircraft. From Aerial Inspections, Cargo Operations
and Aerial Mapping to name but a few, introducing the Drone Age has created opportunities that we all
thought would always only be a part of the big screen entertainment funnel. (And coincidentally, Drones had
already been involved behind the scenes helping to shape the movie industry for years and most of us did
not even realise that).
So how do you shape Aerial Mapping with a Drone in a Safe manner, and most importantly, in conformance
with Regulatory standards?
After all, global regulators across the Globe are still in the design phase of what is known as ‘UTM’ Unmanned Aircraft System Traffic Management.
This airspace design will allow drones to fly safely in a corridor that enters and exits controlled airspace, at
heights above 400-feet Above Ground Level, which is the current vertical restriction for all Drone Operations
without requiring permission, while remaining clear of other controlled Air Traffic. The airspace corridor
unfortunately will not always benefit a Drone Pilot doing Aerial Mapping, for example, as the area they intend
conducting this operation may not necessarily fall within the limitations of the approved UTM corridor.
The answer is straightforward; apply to SACAA to become a registered commercial drone operator, with the
confidence of knowing that you are not only going to be guided in complying with all the required procedures
to keep your drone operation legal, but that you are guaranteed to apply for and receive adequate Insurance
cover from those Insurance Brokers who will make their services available to your approved business.
For more information on how to go about applying for your commercial drone operation, please contact
Dylan Kemlo – dylan@talkingradio.co.za (Working experience includes Air Traffic Control, Regulatory Inspector,
Offshore Radio Operator, Aviation and Marine Radio Telephony Examiner and Consultant).
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SPOTLIGHT

a planner's perspective

PLANNING DURING SUCH
INTERESTING TIMES
The mind-set of a Planner in the midst of the Covid-191 pandemic and
the looting2
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom,
it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring
of hope, it was the winter of despair.”
- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities3
Upon reflection of the past months since the National Lockdown (March
2020) and the spate of looting (particularly over July 2001) that occurred over
a few months now, truly, these are the best of times and these are the worst
of times. Let me share with you what I (safely) take away from the COVID-19
pandemic and the looting…
“…It was the best of times, it was the worst of times...”
Being concerned with the built environment, one could not help but
reflect on these two occurrences which affected the planning profession
and could have (emotionally) affected planners even their resilience was
not strong. Both experiences were unexpected and no amount of planning
theory, could have prepared one for this…

Palesa Tsita

“…it was the age of wisdom…”

•

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic

•

I am not sure if you are aware that the pandemic was more than just about
health impacts. It also created consequences for the planning profession as
we lived through the transition of this new normal of living with the COVID-19
restrictions (and the varying adjusted levels, Level 1 to 5). One could not help
but reflect on how this shaped and challenged planning, and so in between
my sips of lemon ginger tea and my vaccinations, the following occurred to
me…

•
•

A Planner by choice and
strategist by chance with over
20 years experience
Experienced in the public
sector and employed within a
municipal space
Passionate on all things built
environment…and
The up-liftment of the profession
and its young professionals!

National pandemic as declared a Disaster by the President, Cyril Ramaphosa, March 2020
Looting is the act of stealing, or the taking of goods by force, in the midst of a military, political, or other social crisis, such as war, natural disasters,
or rioting. Wikipedia
3
This phrase has been taken from the famous opening paragraph of Charles Dickens' novel, A Tale of Two Cities.
1
2
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For example:
•

Densification
It became apparent that de-densification ought to be considered to eliminate the spread of the
virus and so settlements, especially the informal settlements, were now considered for de-densified in
certain areas. The exercise of re-blocking become even more crucial in certain areas. Where government
had found itself probably reactive to upgrading informal settlements, it turns out, had been proactive
in ensuring that informal settlements were desirable for the conditions of the COVID-19.

•

The Issue of Citizenry
We plan for all within a particular area in line with the Integrated Development Plans (IDPs). Planning
does not discriminate and during these turbulent times it became apparent that all citizens had to be
safely placed and accounted for. The dynamism of residential areas and districts that accommodated
foreign nationals, made some us ponder deeper into issues of adequate shelter, infrastructure, land
ownership, land use compliance, structural building compliance, regularisation, planning decisiveness
in a dynamic municipal spaces against the backdrop of what the Constitution mandates local
government. It then becomes imperative to be decisive about the management of urbanisation and
migration, and the documenting of citizens and foreign nationals for effective planning solutions.
The one that stood out for me, was Government’s response for the homeless being accommodated
in temporary shelters during the early days of the Lockdown. Again, planners were challenged in
identifying sizeable land with appropriate zoning and services for the erection of the temporary
structures till such time that the COVID-19 regulations were eased.

Other examples:
How public spaces and facilities previously designed and integrated into communities by land use
management and could accommodate thousands of people and regularly host events are now suddenly
inadequate and identified as super spreaders, for instance:
•

Indoor places of entertainment

•

Theaters and cinemas

•

Stadiums and other facilities for contact sports

•

Public swimming pools

The new norm, (without the amendment of the Town-Planning and Townships Ordinance, 1986 or the
Spatial Planning Land Use Management Act of 2013), has now become:
•

Working remotely and virtual meetings (less road congestion in the rise of digital technology)

•

More use of open spaces and parks

•

Outdoor cafes and restaurants with sidewalk eating

•

Open air theaters

•

Outdoor exercising: walking, jogging, cycling

•

Increased Provision of grave sites as COVID-19 related deaths occurred;

•

Basically…Outdoor anything

It is now up to planning, to creatively redirect the new practice for facilities and spaces to be used differently,
whilst adhering to COVID-19 Protocols, but remain exciting for the people to now take up their social lives
outdoors being the social creatures that we are.
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“…it was the season of darkness…”
Sadly, the provisions and maintenance of graveyards has now taken precedence for municipalities –
bringing the issue of death in planning conversation and the ability of processes to meet the demands of
cemeteries and crematoriums.
…and in the same spirit, related to new norm town planning schemes given the COVID-19 pandemic:
•

Human settlement design must consider how increased residential densities impact on limiting the
spread of the virus;

•

transport master planning ought to consider future investments on the traffic impact that had been
envisaged given reduced travel by certain sectors/ industries;

•

how real estate meets the changed demands of the property market and understands the drivers of
the current market;

•

How urban management will address increasing vacancies of business structures as property
owners are,

“...it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of incredulity…”
The profession, was also further challenged by ...
Impact of the Looting
Shopping centres, malls and spaza4 shops, are pivotal in providing goods and services within
neighbourhoods5. Travel distances are reduced and these allow for the availability of varied goods and services
within in neighbourhoods. They are part of the character and vibrancy and a key feature in residential and
non-residential spaces, not to mention the employment opportunities they provide. Here, was an example of
politics affecting livelihoods as the looting was alleged to be influenced by the unfolding legal spectacle of the
former President, President Jacob Zuma’s court battle. The looting was at the expense of people’s livelihoods
and an enormous state cost in the support of business recovery, post looting shenanigans.
So with this unfortunate event, I hope that some planners did ponder on how useful layout designs were
in enabling mobility within these volatile areas for safety by shops owners, nearby pedestrians/ motorists, the
police, emergency vehicles (i.e. the police/ firefighters/ paramedics), the vulnerable (children/ the disabled/
the aged), journalists etc. The distance and route design, were in hindsight our doing, whether we like it or
not and a refection of thought in township establishment applications now that we know how ease of access
is key.
•

Transport Master Planning
The ease of movement was key here in moving around, more so, for the authorities who were
seeking compliance. The benefits of layout design, and its flaws, were now exposed on national and
international news by media. It was pivotal for the authorities to engage planners to be able to predict
movement of those looting and enable law enforcement response in the recovery of stolen goods. It
became essential to what extent layout planning was efficient in the movement of all concerned: the
shop owners, the looters, the law enforcement agencies, and those responsible for providing feeding

4

Informal convenience shop business within a South African context

5

Looting Be they in dis/advantaged areas
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us the news, the journalists! Through the use of spatial data and map interpretations, it could even
be determined which areas the looters would likely target and the access points into those areas that
could be protected by police (or the army); so this gave birth to: Planners how well do you know your
spaces and the worth of GIS.
“…it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness...”
Awareness by Planners
Any experience that a country goes through, planning is affected and a planner, must be concerned by
the effects and after effects of sustainable Cities, urban or rural. The resilience of City spaces is not measured
on an economic and social barometer only, but should also be on a spatial barometer. As planners, we ought
to be concerned by the micro-macroeconomics of our country as these shape how we design and budget for
the various municipal areas under our responsibility.
“…it was the spring of hope…”
With the effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic and the looting, it seemed somewhat like an everlasting winter
biting fiercely at us. With what one’s experience and from conversations with fellow planners, there is hope:
Lessons learnt
•

The use of layout design for safer communities and ease of movement;

•

Ability to use geographic information to locate vulnerable areas such as the need for drones as
opposed to aerial photography;

•

That public facilities and services have to be legalised…businesses cannot operate without permits
and municipal approvals;

•

Land Use Schemes and Spatial Frameworks and related Bylaws ought to allow for a varied range of
land uses to reduce consent use and rezoning applications to encourage regularisation;

•

In increased densification developments and programmes, the transmission of the COVID-19 virus
must be taken into consideration;

•

The need for drones as opposed to aerial photography

And,
As if that was all, we now approach another challenge, planning amidst the upcoming local government
elections with over 1000 parties registered. This will once again make it interesting for seamless planning
across the wards.
…watch this turbulent planner’s space. And just as I end of my article, the country went into Level 1
overnight for what some political parties suspect has to do with conveniently easing preparations towards
the elections for campaigning.
Whether we will reflect back as to whether it is the best of times or if this is the worst of times, it certainly
is the winter of despair that the profession will need to turn araound.
#newnorm #newHeritageToo #planning #newMindsets #resilience #tenacity
Thank you SACPLAN!
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IN THE KNOW

latest news

UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE
UK 2021
The UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26) in Glasgow on 31 October - 12 November 2021
The COP26 summit will bring parties
together to accelerate action towards the
goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
The COP26 Goals are:
1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees within reach.
2. Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats.
3. Mobilise finance.
4. Work together to deliver.
It has been accepted that South Africa as a country needs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve
energy efficiency. It has also been acknowledged that Climate change is set to have far-reaching impacts on
our country.
The State President of South Africa, President Cyril Ramaphosa in his 2021 State of the Nation Address,
indicated that “we cannot lose sight of the threat that climate change poses to our environmental health,
socioeconomic development and economic growth. We are working to fulfil our commitments under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Paris Agreement, which include the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions.” President Ramaphosa further indicated that “Eskom, our largest greenhouse gas
emitter, has committed in principle to net zero emission by 2050 and to increase its renewable capacity”.
The National Development Plan indicates that “South Africa is not only a contributor to greenhouse gas
emissions – it is also particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change on health, livelihoods, water and food,
with a disproportionate impact on the poor, especially women and children. While adapting to these changes,
industries and households have to reduce their negative impact on the environment. This will require far-reaching
changes to the way people live and work”.
The objective set in the National Development Plan is to achieve the peak, plateau and decline trajectory
for greenhouse gas emissions, with the peak being reached around 2025.
The National Spatial Development Framework (NSDF) indicates that one of the interventions is to focus on
green energy generation. When we plan and prepare for climate change, we should not only plan in and for
the areas themselves, but also for the knock-on effects of climate change in other parts of the country and in
neighbouring countries.
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Planners have and can play a vital role in identifying opportunities in urban and rural areas to address
climate change.
The path to net zero would be a challenging one for South Africa. Ms Manamela, the interim CEO of South
Africa National Energy Development Institute indicated that there is commitment by major decision makers
to achieve targets set in the report Net Zero by 2050: A roadmap for the Global Energy Sector report1.
The CEO of Eskom, Mr Andre de Ruyter indicated that we have an opportunity to lay the groundwork for
a cleaner and greener electricity supply industry2. As planners we should not be caught off guard when the
planning and applications for the cleaner and greener electricity supply industry starts to roll out.
Within the property environment, the Green Building Council of South Africa has launched a net zero
building certification. The Green Building Council of South Africa is the fifth Green Building Council to launch
a net zero building certification3.
The goal set by the World Green Building Council’s Advancing Net Zero project, is for all buildings to be net
zero carbon emissions by 2050.
Planners must prepare themselves for alternative methods and development requirements to achieve net
zero. Planners should not be the blockage that prolonged the achievement of net zero.
For more information, please see the links below:
https://ukcop26.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COP26-Explained.pdf
https://ukcop26.org/

YOUR PROFESSION

a word from the profession
PROFESSOR VANESSA WATSON
A Planning Profession's Tribute
By Stephen Berrisford, with contributions from Alison Todes, Nancy Odendaal, Garth Klein and Gill
Lincoln.
In September 2021 the planning profession in South Africa mourned the loss of one of its brightest academic
stars, Professor Vanessa Watson.
From 1989 until 2020 she played a pivotal role in the education of generations of planners at the University of
Cape Town’s urban planning programmes, and was the first woman professor there. Across the country, and indeed
across the world, planners have benefitted from her rigorous academic training as well as her deep sensitivity to
the importance of context, of fairness and of people in the planning process. On top of a stellar international
academic career Vanessa was deeply committed to the strengthening of the planning profession across Africa,
through a stronger, more vibrant planning education sector. She pioneered, championed and secured funding
for the establishment of the African Association of Planning Schools nearly 20 years ago after she pointed out
that Africa was the only region in the world without such an association. The AAPS has grown now to represent
57 planning schools across the continent. At the same time as AAPS was forming she played a key role in the
https://www.esi-africa.com/industry-sectors/future-energy/net-zero-path-outlined-by-iea-too-tough-for-south-africa-to-follow/
https://www.esi-africa.com/industry-sectors/generation/de-ruyters-views-on-a-greener-eskom-and-cleaner-energy-industry-for-sa/
3
https://www.worldgbc.org/news-media/green-building-council-south-africa-launches-net-zero-building-certification
1
2
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establishment of the Global Planning Educators Associations
Network (GPEAN), serving as that body’s chair and co-chair from
2007 to 2011. She also played a pivotal role in the establishment
of the African Centre for Cities at the University of Cape Town, now
the premier urban research centre on the continent. More locally
she was a founding member of the Development Action Group
in the 1980s, a still thriving built environment NGO in Cape Town.
Her central role in building these institutions, on top of her
contribution to so many planners’ careers is true testimony to her
lasting impact on the work of planners in South Africa and the
entire continent. Vanessa was not afraid to take on difficult issues
and tasks, to navigate through personalities, institutions and
politics. She did so in a quiet but firm way.
Acutely aware of the importance of international recognition
for planning education in South Africa and for South African
planning education to meet global standards while respecting
the importance of local context she worked assiduously with the
Heads of Planning Schools and the Standards Generating Body
for the planning profession to finalise the country’s planning
competencies over many years.

Prof. Vanessa Watson

Internationally she was respected and admired
as a major contributor to planning theory from the
global south. This was reflected in an extraordinary
publishing record, prestigious fellowships and awards
both internationally and at home, as well as her
appointment by UN-Habitat to lead the writing of
the 2009 Global Report on Human Settlements, a key
report recognising the importance of new forms of
planning for managing urbanisation. In South Africa
she was invited to the Academy of Science of South
Africa from 2006, awarded the SAPI National Planning
Award (Academic Category for published work with
global impact) in 2018 and the Department of Science
and Technology’s annual Distinguished Woman in Science Award in 2003, among numerous other awards and
prizes.

“Vanessa was the type of individual that you
encounter once in a lifetime. Her work transcended
the boundaries of academia. She demonstrated the
courage to not only critique but also to create a vision
for more just and equitable South African cities.
This fervour encouraged all of us to want to do the
same, where she constantly pushed us to redefine
our identity as urban planners and challenged us
to contribute to the making of more just urban
settlements."

Her work set a high benchmark for South African planners; admired and valued across the world while remaining
deeply grounded in the challenges of making better towns and cities for everyone who lives in them, and us as
planners better able to fulfil our professional responsibilities to society. Her ability to work both globally and locally
was key to her ability to remind planners, especially planners in Africa, that ‘place matters’ and that concepts from
the global North cannot simply be transplanted into very different contexts, that we need to work out our own,
distinctively African theory and practice. For this to succeed the planning profession and planning schools need to
build and sustain strong linkages, mutually supportive and mutually respectful.
Planners across Africa, but especially in South Africa, are indebted to Vanessa for her tireless efforts to challenge
us and to strengthen the educational foundations of the profession. As young planners are the future of our
profession, it is fitting to share a tribute collated by the students of her MCRP class of 2017:
“Vanessa was the type of individual that you encounter once in a lifetime. Her work transcended the boundaries
of academia. She demonstrated the courage to not only critique but also to create a vision for more just and
equitable South African cities. This fervour encouraged all of us to want to do the same, where she constantly
pushed us to redefine our identity as urban planners and challenged us to contribute to the making of more just
urban settlements.”
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NEW LEADERSHIP
SAPI Elected New Leadership
The South African Planning Institute held a successful Annual
General Meeting (AGM) on 14 October 2021 via Microsoft Teams.
The AGM considered amongst others, the organisational/financial
report and the results from the membership survey which was
undertaken to ascertain the views of its members with regard to
challenges in the planning profession and the possible solutions
thereto. The AGM reports and presentations are accessible on SAPI
website: https://sapi.org.za
The newly elected leadership made a commitment to deal with
the issues raised by the Planners, which include job reservations,
professionalism and ethics, strengthen relations with SACPLAN
and government, regular engagement with members (social
media/ online engagements) and prioritise CPD seminars, courses
and events.

Mr Johannes Mulaudzi

The new elected Executive members as set out below:
NAME & SURNAME

POSITION

President

Mr Johannes Mulaudzi

1st Vice President

Ms Maartje Weyers

2nd Vice President

Ms Gamuchirai Mutezo

Secretary General

Ms Zintle Lushaba

WORLD TOWN PLANNING DAY
8 November 2021
World Town Planning Day (also referred to as World Urbanism Day)
was founded in 1949 by the late Professor Carlos Maria della Paolera of the
University of Buenos Aires to advance public and professional interest in
planning, both locally and abroad. World Town Planning Day is celebrated in
countries around the world each November 8.
It is a special day to give special recognition to the ideals of community
planning which bring professional planners and the general public together.
World Town Planning Day presents an opportunity to look at planning from a
global perspective. SACPLAN has always promoted the celebration of World
Town Planning Day.
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Planning serves to balance the competing demands and needs of all people and of the built and natural
environment. Planning seeks to act in the public interest to ensure fairness in the use of land and resources
between those in need of housing, of jobs, of services and of infrastructure.
The term ‘planning' also implies a mode of governance driven by policies through a deliberative process
and judgment of collective action in relation to these policies. Planning is not, therefore, a neutral technical
exercise: it is shaped by values which must be made explicit. Planning itself is fundamentally concerned with
making ethical judgements.
The celebration of World Town Planning Day provides an ideal opportunity to pause and reflect on how
effective and efficient we as planners have been. Everyone needs to do their part: governments, the private
sector, civil society and each individual person to achieving sustainable development.

PARTICIPATE

upcoming events

WORLD PLANNING DAY WEBINAR
Click here to view the programme or click on the image to RSVP.
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CONNECT

contact us
SACPLAN CONTACT INFORMATION
Head Office:
International Business Gateway Park, Cnr New Road & 6th Road,
Midridge Office Park-1st Floor, Block G, South Africa
GPS Coordinates:
S 25° 58’ 34.0”
E 028° 07’ 15.2”
Postal Address: P.O. Box 1084, Halfway House, Midrand,1685, South Africa
Website: http://www.sacplan.org.za/
Office: +27 11 318-0460/0437
Fax: +27 11 318-0405
The Chief Executive Officer/Registrar - Martin Lewis: planner@sacplan.co.za
Registration Queries: planner@sacplan.co.za
Invoice Queries: accounts@sacplan.co.za
Statement Queries: accounts@sacplan.co.za
General Queries: planner@sacplan.co.za
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3851414/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SACPLAN1
Facebook: https://web.facebook.com/SACPLAN?_rdc=1&_rdr
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVoLdvXWP7ERogn362mHcyg
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